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Incorrupt saints:
What’s thedeal?

By Brendan Kiley /
Pacific NWmagazine writer

KEN LAMBERT / THE SEATTLE TIMES

Glass artist Tami Bogdanoff,who attends
St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox Cathedral,
touches handwritten petitions to St. John
of Shanghai and San Francisco. Bogdanoff
led the charge to make a new stained-
glass window for St. John’s chapel.
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Through aGl
COVER STORY

The chapel of St. John,
with its new window, is
quiet in the minutes before
its blessing at St. Nicholas
Russian Orthodox
Cathedral on Capitol Hill.
KAREN DUCEY / THE SEATTLE TIMES
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L ET’S BEGIN

By Brendan Kiley /
Pacific NWmagazine writer

Photos by Ken Lambert
and Karen Ducey /
The Seattle Times

Glass Darkly

ByBy BrBBrB enenddadann KiKiKileleleyy ///
Pacifific NWNWmmagagazaziine writer

Illuminations:
How a saint
and a window
help us see
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THIS NEW WINDOW

ONLY 1% OF

Through a Glass Darkly

KEN LAMBERT / THE SEATTLE TIMES

Glass artist Tami Bogdanoff, who is also a parishoner at St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox
Cathedral, designed and made the new window with help from Greek Orthodox
iconographer Effrosyni Kolarou. Bogdanoff sandblasted each star from stained glass
made in layers of blue and yellow.

“To this day Orthodox worship
is an earthy experience that rises
to a transcendental spiritual
experience,” Father John
Anthony McGuckin wrote in
a 2020 history of the Eastern
Orthodox Church. “All the senses
are engaged: chanting, incense,
lights, icons, relics of saints, full-
bodied sacramental rituals — all
being conducted with gusto.”

Tatiana
Vereshchagina, a
chanter at the “kliros,”
during a service at
St. Nicholas Russian
Orthodox Cathedral.
A chanter chants the
readings of the liturgy.
A kliros is a place in
the church next to, but
separate from, the altar.K
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Through a Glass Darkly
AS HIS NAMES INDICATE,

ST. JOHN’S UNEMBALMED BODY,

David Sarksyan holds a censor that
will be used to bless the stained-
glass window during a celebration in
the chapel of St. John at St. Nicholas
Russian Orthodox Cathedral.
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STEP BACK FROM

BOGDANOFF GREW UP

Born in 1896, St.
John of Shanghai
and San Francisco
is revered for
his good works
(he founded
orphanages), his
asceticisms (he
slept in chairs,
never beds) and
miracles (healing,
clairvoyance). The
face of stained-
glass artist and
St. Nicholas
parishoner Tami
Bogdanoff is
reflected in the
glass protecting St.
John’s icon.

KAREN DUCEY / THE SEATTLE TIMES
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AFTER THE BLESSING,
ST. JOHN WAS

Glass artist
Tami Bogdanoff
led the charge
to create the
new stained-
glass window
in part because
worshippers in the
chapel and the
residents of new
next-door town
houses could see
each other during
services.
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SOME SAY JIM FLANAGAN

“IT’S A TIME CAPSULE

Bishop Theodosy
Ivashchenko, center,
blesses those attending
a liturgy at St. Nicholas
Russian Orthodox
Cathedral. The eagle
rug represents the
bishop’s realm of
authority. “He’s
supposed to be like an
eagle above his flock,”
a parishoner explains,
“flying up high.”

Through a Glass Darkly

St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox Cathedral on Capitol Hill.

PHOTOS KEN LAMBERT / THE SEATTLE TIMES
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FLANAGAN CAME TO

DAYS LATER,

Brendan Kiley is a Pacific NW magazine staff
writer. Reach him at bkiley@seattletimes.com
or 206-464-2507. Ken Lambert (klambert@
seattletimes.com) and Karen Ducey (kducey@
seattletimes.com) are Seattle Times staff
photographers.

Through a Glass Darkly

Glassblower Jim Flanagan founded
Fremont Antique Glass in the early 1980s.
Only two studios in the U.S. feature
mouth-blown stained sheet glass in
the old-world style: one in Missouri and
Flanagan's in Fremont. The glassblower
in Missouri trained under Flanagan. PHOTOS KEN LAMBERT / THE SEATTLE TIMES

The humble-looking
half pipe to the bottom
left is one secret of
Flanagan’s artistry.
While blowing cylinders
of his luminous glass,
he’ll rub them in the half
pipe’s rough interior,
creating striations on
the surface. “Adding
little imperfections
to our glass makes it
prismatic,” he says.
This catches and bends
the light with a subtlety
other glass lacks.
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